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Providence, RI - Mayor David N. Cicilline, the Department of Art, Culture + Tourism, 

Lynne McCormack, Director, and the Department of Public Parks, Robert McMahon, Acting 

Superintendent, are pleased to announce this summer’s Friday Night Concert Series at 

Waterplace Park. This summer, six unique and dynamic musical acts will perform at Waterplace 

Park on Friday nights during the months of June, July and August. The musicians that will be 

performing in the Friday Night Concert Series at Waterplace Park represent some of the finest 

and most talented musical acts from Providence, New England and around the world.  All 

concerts are FREE and begin at 7:30 pm. 

 
Grammy nominated Roomful of Blues will be kicking off this year’s Friday Night  

 
Concert Series at Waterplace Park on June 20.  Even though Roomful of Blues’ lineup has  
 
changed over the years, the band has always been one of the tightest, most joyful blues  
 
ensembles in the world. Currently an eight-piece unit led by guitarist Chris Vachon, the  
 
band has never sounded fresher or stronger. In 2007, singer Dave Howard took over the  
 
vocal duties, bringing his gritty and soulful vocals and adding another bright new  
 
dimension to the jazzy, jump-blues musical roots. Their winning combination of jump,  
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swing, blues, R&B and soul remains their calling card, as does their ability to fill the 
dance floor. 

 

Vieux Farka Touré will be performing on June 27.  Vieux Farka Touré, a brilliant 

guitarist, singer and songwriter, is one of the world’s most thrilling and talented new artists. He is 

the successor to the internationally celebrated legacy of his two-time Grammy Award-winning 

father, Ali Farka Touré. Blending rock, funk, and reggae with the Saharan Blues of his native 

Mali, Vieux is pioneering an electrifying new global sound. His band unites African and 

American musicians, creating a spectacular mix of styles and sounds. 

Carlos de León will be performing on the Waterplace Park stage on July 4. Trumpet 

player and bandleader Carlos de León had already been playing professionally for five years 

when he came to New York City at age 17 from his native Dominican Republic. In the late 1960s 

and early 1970s he played with such Latin jazz luminaries as Tito Puente, Tito Rodríguez and 

Frank “Machito” Grillo, as well as the Fania All-Stars, a band that pioneered salsa.  Over the next 

two decades he performed widely in the U.S., Dominican Republic, and Venezuela. In 1989 de 

León moved to Providence, bringing his powerful interpretation of the Latin jazz tradition to New 

England.  Immediately following the concert, the Statehouse will light up the sky with their 

Fourth of July fireworks spectacular. 

2008 Grammy nominated Geno Delafose will take his Zydeco and cowboy spirit to the  

stage on July 18.  Unbeknownst to many northerners, who often reserve the image of a cowboy  

for white Anglo-Saxons, Creoles (African-American Francophones) also share in the rural roots  

of hard work and dedication to the land. Geno epitomizes this cultural tradition. Born into a  

family of Zydeco musicians, at the ripe age of seven, Geno picked up the rubboard and joined his  

father John Delafose�s band the Eunice Playboys, an ensemble that Geno would one day lead.  

John Delafose was key in re-launching the current upsurge of Zydeco, and Geno is poised to  



crossover Zydeco to a wider country music audience with his charismatic cowboy spirit and  

lively presentation. 

 

On July 25, the series continues with Réveillons.  Réveillons! offers a new approach to 

traditional Quebec music. While their music retains the spirit of tradition, it never ceases to grow 

and change as the band creates and explores their own interpretations.  Réveillons! is comprised 

of Richard Forest (composition and fiddle), Marc Maziade (guitar, voice), David Berthiaume 

(voice, jaw harp) and Jean-François Berthiaume (percussions, step dance, voice, call, etc.). 

 

The series will come to a close on August 1 with Greg Abate. He’s a pro who got his 

start in the Blackstone Valley and worked his way to become an influential jazz virtuoso on 

saxophone (alto, tenor and soprano) and flute.  His 2004 CD Evolution drew rave reviews and 

caught the attention of the Grammy committee.  The recording made the ballot in four categories 

– album of the year; best jazz instrumental solo (“Angelic”); best jazz instrumental album, 

individual or group; and best instrumental arrangement (“Angelic”). Never one to rest, Abate 

followed Evolution with two CDs in 2005: Horace Is Here  and Monsters in the Night.��

 

The Friday Night Concert Series at Waterplace Park is presented and sponsored by the City of 

Providence, David N. Cicilline Mayor, Department of Art, Culture + Tourism, Department of 

Public Parks , in cooperation with NBC10 WJAR TV and with the support of Waterplace 

Restaurant and Lounge. 

 

For more information visit www.providenceri.com/ArtCultureTourism  or call the Visitor 

Information Center at 401-751-1177. 
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