






























































9l RHODE ISLAND

Al DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
235 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908-5767 TDD 401-222-4462

November 15, 2012

Mayor Angel Taveras
Providence City Hall
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

RE: EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant for the former American Tourister and Gorham
Manufacturing properties

Dear Mayor Taveras:

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) is pleased to
provide this letter in support of the City of Providence’s application to the United States
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for funding for Brownfields Cleanup Grants for
the above referenced properties. Assistance from EPA will provide critical resources that
will support the City’s efforts to redevelop these areas as environmentally sound projects
and to bring additional properties back into productive reuse. As you know, the Rhode
strongly promotes the investigation, cleanup, redevelopment and productive reuse of
Brownfields properties. RIDEM recognizes the increased burdens and challenges that
communities face, and the importance of transforming Brownfields sites in the City into
valuable and productive properties.

The Providence Brownfields Cleanup Grants will provide much needed environmental
cleanup work at the previously assessed American Tourister and Gorham Manufacturing
properties. Each of these sites has been assessed using City, State and Federal resources;
the remaining hurdle is remediating the properties which will help the City move forward
with redevelopment. We are extremely supportive of the Providence grant proposals for
these two important properties, each of which has progressed to a point where the
addition of cleanup funding will ensure that environmental problems do not further
impact the health of Providence residents or hinder redevelopment in the City.

RIDEM hopes that EPA will look favorably on the City of Providence’s grant proposals,
as assistance from EPA will provide critical resources that will help support the efforts to
redevelop this area as an environmentally sound project and to bring additional properties
in the area into productive reuse, generating jobs and revenue. Using the partnerships
created and the lessons learned from our own efforts under Rhode Island’s Targeted
Brownfields Assessment program, we are as anxious to see these Brownfields projects
become a success as you are. RIDEM has actively been working with the City of
Providence through the Voluntary Clean-up Program (VCP), and we continue to strongly
encouraged the City to schedule meetings on all future phases of this project so that we
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can provide assistance to help insure that the project will proceed through the VCP
process in compliance with the Department’s Rules and Regulations for the Investigation
and Remediation of Hazardous Materials Releases .

Please attach this letter to your proposal so that EPA will give favorable consideration to
your application.

Sincerely,
—

. /Q'&M,Q/L/k;ﬁ ‘%iﬂé } M
Terrence D. Gray, P.E. 5
Associate Director for Environmefital Protection

cc: Kelly Owens, RIDEM OWM
Cynthia Gianfrancesco, RIDEM OWM
Joseph Martella, RIDEM OWM
Louis Maccarone, RIDEM OWM




Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives — Preliminary Evaluation

Former Gorham Manufacturing Site — Parcel C, 425 Adelaide Avenue,
Providence, Rhode Island
Case No. 2004-014

Prepared by the City of Providence
Introduction & Background
a. Site Location

The Former Gorham Manufacturing Site — Parcel C islocated at 425 Adelaide
Avenue in Providence, Rhode Island, USA (herein referred to as “the Site”).

b. Previous Site Use(s) and any Previous Cleanup/Remediation

The Siteis the location of the Former Gorham Manufacturing facility and was once the
country’s largest producer of silverware, and was also renowned for its statues, memorials,
and architectural bronze work. The facility reportedly began operationsin 1890 at the Site.
Site activitiesincluded milling, forging, heat treating, plating, lacquering, polishing, and
degreasing. Gorham Manufacturing operated at the site until 1967, at which time the facility
was purchased by Textron. Operations ceased at the facility in 1986, and the facility was
demolished in 2001.

The Former Gorham Manufacturing property has undergone extensive investigation and
remediation activities over the past 25 years, and its parcels are currently at various stages
within the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management’s (RIDEM) Voluntary
Cleanup Program. Parcel C is currently undeveloped and lightly vegetated. To the east of
Parcel C are Parcels A and B, which are currently devel oped with acommercial retail facility
and City of Providence High School, respectively. Mashapaug Pond is located to the north of
the site (approximately 120 ft. to the north), and Adelaide Avenue and its associated
residences are |ocated to the south. The cove connecting to Mashapaug Pond and its
surrounding shoreline is currently undergoing extensive remediation associated with the
parcels past industrial use.

c. Site Assessment Findings

Based on work performed on behalf of the Providence YMCA, the following conditions of
environmental concern have been identified at Parcel C of the Former Gorham
Manufacturing Site:

e Contaminants consisting of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHS) and certain
metals are present in Site soils at concentrations exceeding the Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) Residentia Direct Exposure
Criteria, likely reflective of the long-term industrial use of the parcel.



e Low levelsof Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are present in soil gas beneath
the central and northern areas of the Site, also likely due to the industrial use of the
parcel. In addition, aerobic degradation of organic materialsis evident in observed
lowered oxygen and raised carbon dioxide levelsin soil gas beneath the northern
portion of the Site.

Most recently, the following documents have been submitted to RIDEM for Parcel C on
behalf of the Providence Redevelopment Agency (PRA):

* Remedia Action Work Plan, Parcel C, Former Gorham Manufacturing Property, 425
Adelaide Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island (RAWP), prepared by VHB and dated
August 26, 2010.

e Letter from the Environmental Justice League of Rhode Island (EJLRI) to RIDEM,
dated September 21, 2010, and

e Technical Review of Proposed Remedia Action Work Plan, Parcel C, Former Gorham
Site, 425 Adelaide Avenue, Providence, Rhode Island, prepared by GEI Consultants,
Inc. (GEI), and dated October 19, 2010.

d. Project Goal

The planned reuse of Parcel C of the Former Gorham Manufacturing Property is a mixture of
open space and athletic fields. Prior to creation of the lawn area, the entire site would be
graded, with the stockpiled material currently on-site serving as sub-base for the lawn area.
An engineered cap will then be constructed consisting of roadways, walkways, paved parking
areas, 2 feet of certified clean fill or aminimum of 12 in. of certified clean fill over afabric
filter. An Environmental Land Usage Restriction (ELUR) would be established to require
future inspections and maintenance of this engineered cap. This ELUR would be recorded in
the land evidence records for the site with the City of Providence. There would also be a Soil
Management Plan prepared for the site to provide procedures to be followed during any
future site development that would affect the engineered cap.

Applicable Regulations and Cleanup Standards
a. Cleanup Oversight Responsibility

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) Voluntary Cleanup
Program (V CP) isthe regulatory cleanup authority associated with thissite. RIDEM has
been actively involved in investigating this site since 1997. RIDEM’sVCP was officially
recognized by EPA Region | in a Memorandum of Agreement signed in 1998.

The Siteis secured and locked with achain link fence, RIDEM isfully aware of the site
contaminants, and the City will award a contract to an on-call environmental engineering
firm to oversee implementation of the RAWP. The environmental engineering firm will be
required to be familiar with the RIDEM V CP Rules and Regulations, and will be on call
should anything unexpected happen during the cleanup of the site. In addition, alocal



policing unit will routinely patrol the perimeter of the site. The cleanup will be overseen by
RIDEM. In addition, all documents prepared for this site are submitted to the state
environmental department under State Case Number 2004-014.

b. Cleanup Standards for Major Contaminants

RIDEM’s Residentia Direct Exposure Criteriais applicable for recreational use and will be
used as the cleanup standards at the Site.

c. Laws & Regulations Applicable to the Cleanup

RIDEM’s Rules and Regulations for the Investigation and Remediation of Hazardous
Material Releases (Remediation Regulations) are applicable to the Site and will be followed
throughout remediation and redevel opment activities. Other applicable laws include, but are
not limited to, the Federal Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields Revitalization
Act, the Federal Davis-Bacon Act, and Federal, state, and local laws regarding procurement
of contractors to conduct the cleanup.

Evaluation of Cleanup Alternatives
a. Cleanup Alternatives Considered

To address contamination at the Site, three different alternatives were considered,
including Alternative #1: No Action, Alternative #2: Capping, and Alternative #3:
Excavation with Offsite Disposal.

b. Cost Estimate of Cleanup Alternatives

To satisfy EPA requirements, the effectiveness, implementability, and cost of each
alternative must be considered prior to selecting a recommended cleanup alternative.

Effectiveness

Alternative #1: No Action is not effective in controlling or preventing the exposure
of receptors to contamination at the Site.

Alternative #2: Capping is an effective way to prevent recreational receptors from

coming into direct contact with contaminated soils at the Site. An Environmental Land Usage
Restriction (ELUR) would be established to require future inspections and maintenance of
this engineered cap. This ELUR would be recorded in the land evidence records for the site
with the City of Providence. There would also be a Soil Management Plan prepared for the
site to provide procedures to be followed during any future site development that would
affect the engineered cap.



Alternative #3: Excavation with Offsite Disposal is an effective way to eliminate
risk at the Site, since contamination will be removed and the exposure pathways will no
longer exist.

Implementability

Alternative #1: No Action is easily implementable.

Alternative #2: Capping isrelatively easy to implement, and ongoing monitoring and
maintenance of the cap is also easy to implement.

Alternative #3: Excavation with offsite disposal is moderately difficult to implement.
Coordination (e.g., dust suppression and monitoring) during cleanup activities and short-term
disturbance to the community (e.g., trucks transporting contaminated soils and backfill) are
anticipated. However, ongoing monitoring and maintenance will not be required following
excavation and offsite disposal.

Cost

There will be no costs under Alternative #1: No Action. It isestimated that Alternative #2:
Capping costs will be on the order of $800,000. Alternative #3: Excavation with Offsite
Disposal is estimated to cost roughly $2,000,000.

¢. Recommended Cleanup Alternative

The recommended cleanup alternative is Alternative #2: Capping. Alternative #1: No Action
cannot be recommended since it does not address Site risks. Alternative #3: Excavation and
Offsite Disposal would require extensive dust suppression and monitoring efforts, and cause
disruption to the neighboring community. Alternative #2: Capping would be less disruptive
to the neighboring community, and is a cost effective way to create open space and athletic
fields for the neighboring community. For these reasons, Alternative #2: Capping is the
recommended aternative.






: Environmental Justice League of Rhode Island
EnYIronmentaI 1192 Westminster St. Providence, RI 02909
Justice League of Tel: (401) 383-7441 Fax: (401) 941-8156
Rhode Island questions@ejlri.org

www.ejlri.wordpress.com

November 6, 2012

Mayor Angel Taveras
Providence City Hall
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mayor Taveras:

On behalf of the Environmental Justice League of Rhode Island (EJLRI), I am pleased to
write this letter of support for the City of Providence’s application to the U.S. EPA’s
Brownfields Cleanup grant program. [ am particularly grateful to the City for proactively
working to identify sources of funding to finalize the remediation of the Gorham Silver
Manufacturing site, a brownfield EJLRI has been involved with extensively over the past
several years.

EJLRI is a community organization whose mission is to engage and activate the
communities most impacted by environmental burdens and develop leaders who take
action to promote safe and healthy environments for all, regardless of race or income.
Through a two-year EPA-funded process called Community Action for a Renewed
Environment (CARE), EJLRI led a stakeholder group made up of residents, government
officials, and businesses to identify sources of toxic hazards in Providence. This process led
to our involvement in the continuing cleanup of the Gorham site, which at the time had
been stalled for over two years. EJLRI worked with residents to convene all the relevant
stakeholders including Textron, the Rhode Island Department of Environmental
Management, and the City of Providence’s Planning Department, and began holding a series
of quarterly meetings to ensure continued advancement of the cleanup, transparency and
accountability to the neighborhood, and clear signals that the health and safety of nearby
residents and schoolchildren are being protected. All of these outcomes have been
achieved through greater resident involvement and the openness of the City and other
parties to participate actively, answer questions, and address resident concerns.

EJLRI looks forward to working with the City of Providence to complete the final
remediation of Parcel C and turn this brownfield into athletic fields and open space - an
asset for both Alvarez High School and this environmental justice neighborhood as a whole.
EJLRI commits to assist the City in identifying and applying for other sources of funding in
order to pay for the full remediation, including the Champlin Foundation, a local Rhode
Island funder that has assisted other high schools to develop athletic fields. EJLRI will also



continue our work in the Reservoir Triangle neighborhood through the EPA’s Urban
Waters Small Grant this year and next, to help restore Mashapaug Pond, Providence’s only
remaining natural pond, which sits adjacent to the Gorham site.

[ look forward to a continuing partnership with the City to turn the Gorham industrial site
into a positive environmental benefit, create badly needed open space in our dense city,
and provide Alvarez High School students with recreational opportunities that are
currently not available to them.

Sincerely,

fpefn

Amelia Rose, Director
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’ DR, JORGE ALVAREZ HIGH SCHOOL
Jesse Rivers, Principal

. 375 Adelaide Avenue
Umted Providence, RI 02907
' | Tel: 401-456-0676,0677
Providence! Fax: 401:456-0679

www.providenceschools.org/alvarez

November 5, 2012

Mayor Angel Taveras
Providence City Hall
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mayor Taveras:

1 am writing to you today in support of the City of Providence’s application to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for funding for Brownfields Cleanup Grants. Securing federal monies to assist with the remediation and
development of the Parcel C of the Gorham site into playing fields for Alvarez High School would go a long way in
promoting a positive school culture for our leaming community.

I've had the honor and pleasure of working as an assistant principal at Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School for the past four
years. Since my arrival, one of the challenges administration has faced is trying to build a sense of school spirit and pride.
To be honest and forthright, the fact that the school was built on a hazardous waste site has caused great concern among
our faculty and student body alike, Despite our assurances that there is regular air quality monitoring, members of our
community believe that they attend an unhealthy school. The “Danger” signs that are posted around the perimeter of the
school are daily reminders that do little to alleviate their concerns. Collectively, it has had an adverse effect on the
collective psyche of our learning community.

In an effort to promote a positive school envirommnent and culture, the administration has made some initial inguiries of
the possibility of establishing a sports program through the Rhode Island Interscholastic League. It goes without saying
that preparing our students academically to meet the challenges of the twenty-first century is our primary concern and
responsibility. With this said, a vibrant sports program does much to promote an enviropment conducive for teaching and
learning. I think of our neighboring schools within the district, such as Hope, Classical, Central, and Mount Pleasant who
are able to pull their school community together, in part, through their rich sports tradition. Memmbsrs of the Alvarez High
School Student Government have also weighed in on this issue:

“A sports facility would improve the climate and culture around the school because we would have our own sporis team
to represent Dr. Jorge Alvarez High School”

-Solida Lim (President)

“Having an athletic facility would be convenient for students who participate in after school sports. Instead of them
having to travel to a different school and cutting titne out of their education”™
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’ DR. JORGE ALVAREZ HIGH SCHOOL
Jesse Rivers, Principal

' 375 Adelalde Avenue
United Providence, R 02907

. | Tel: 401-456-0676,0677
Providence! Fax: 401-456-0679

www.providenceschools.org/alvarez
“Having a playing field would improve our physica! education classes. During the winter sometimes we have to walk

around the cafeteria and in the spring and summer we’re walking in the back parking ot of our school. I think this is
unfajr”

- Jenny Brito (Secrstary)

“The field would provide a recreational center for the reservoir triangle community similar to Hope High School”

~Kristy Leotto (Treasurer)

Construction of playing fields in Parcel C of the Gorbam Manufacturing site would undoubtedly be a great first step in our
efforts to offer school sports at Alvarez High School, thus, establishing a distinct school identity. Additionally, it would
give our physical education department a unique opportunity to access the fields for the benefit of their students; they
have not been able to do since the school first opened its doors in 2007. Since, the remediation project has begun there
bas been intense interest of what will bappen to the adjacent parcel of land. There is a renewed sense of optimism and

hope for the future of the school.

In closing, a few weeks ago I was in room 216 at Alvarez High School duting a professional development and had a clear
view of the Parcel C construction site. For a moment, I imagined what it would look like with beautiful green playing
fields bustling with actjvity from students, faculty and staff, and community members from the Reservoir Triangle. As
the remediation work continues and the land begins to take shape, we hold out hope that you will take into consideration
this letter of support for the construction of recreational fields.

Thank you for your time and consideration regarding this matter.

wdilion

» Sincerely,

Jopdthan Mendelsohn
Apgistant Principal
AWvarez High School
456-0676

" Dr. Sheri Miler-Wiliams, Evecutive Director
“Improving student achievement through labor-management collaboration.”
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November 1, 2012

Mayor Angel Taveras
Providence City Hall
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mayor Taveras:

We are writing this letter in support of the City of Providence’s application to the
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for funding for
Brownfields Cleanup Grants.

We understand The Providence Brownfields Cleanup Grants will provide much
needed funding to remediate the American Tourister and Gorham Manufacturing
properties. As I know you are aware, Groundwork Providence is about to embark
on its third round of EPA funded job training in brownfield remediation. The
latest grant was awarded in June of 2012. Under this grant, Groundwork
Providence will conduct four cycles of job training over the next two years. The
most successful trainees will work in Groundwork Providence’s sustainable
landscaping social venture, Groundcorp.

Our job training graduates recently constructed a 4500 square foot nursery on a
brownfield in the West End of Providence on Sprague Street. The Hope Tree
Nursery, the first of its kind in the United States, was recently featured in the
“Reinventing Rhode Island” series in the Providence Journal. As this innovative
project demonstrates, the dollars provided by the EPA help us train chronically
unemployed populations to take stewardship of the environment in the community
where they live. In taking an active role in restoring polluted land, they assist the
city in restoring land damaged by past industrial practices and help return the land
to full productive use for the community.
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GROUNDWORK PROVIDENCE

We fully support the Providence grant proposals for these two important
properties. We hope to partner with the city in giving graduates of our job
training program the opportunity to learn hands on skills in remediating the land
designated by the city for reuse. We ask that you attach this letter to your proposal
so that EPA will give favorable consideration to your application.

Very truly yours,

6‘3’& g j (@Qav ”Z‘f-‘f %

Gary Cloutier
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UrBAN POND PROCESSICON

April H. Wolf

Director of Real Estate

Depacttment of Planning and Development
444 Westminster Street, Suite 3A
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

November 4, 2012
Dear April,

On behalf of the Urban Pond Procession (UPP), I am writing this letter in support of the city of
Providence’s Department of Planning and Development’s application for an EPA Brownfields
Grant. 'This grant will help with the remediation and development of Parcel C of the former
Gotham site, on which Alvarez High School was buil, into parking and playing fields for the school.

Since Alvarez opened in 2007 T have collaborated with Rhode Island Department of Havironmental
Management (RIDEM) and Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) as a community astist to
educate residents and students about the environmental history of the former Gotham site, and the
effects of storm drain runoff on Mashapaug Pond, the last remaining natural pond or lake in
Providence. In 2008 I was introduced to the site by RIDOH as I helped a graphic design class at
Alvarez create designs for new signs watning people not to swim in the water or eat fish from the
pond. The resulting signs are now permanently posted around the pond. Alvatez students translated
their designs into over 50 silkscreen posters, which they and other community members then carricd
in a celebratory procession June 7, 2008 following the lead of What Cheer Brigade, a local marching
band and kids in fish costumes through the streets of South Providence, taising mote awateness
about the pond.

Since then our community atts activist gtoup has gtown into the Urban Pond Procession which
includes over 400 residents, diverse community otganizations, fout schools, two universities
(including an oral history class at Brown University that has focused on the Mashapaug Pond atea
fot two years and developed an online archive), artists, scientists, and activists all wortking side by
side. Unfortunately Alvarez’s growth and sense of vitality has been difficult. Test scores ate some of
the worst in the city and the shopping plaza to the right of the school has stood empty since 2007.
The ateas around the back of the school and to the west are fenced off due to the stow progress of
the remediation process. Signs watn students to keep out. Students walk from a bus down a block
long asphalt entry road, across a latge expanse of an empty asphalt parking lot to the school. Actoss
from the front of the school is a long fence that separates the school from the neighbothood of one
and two family homes along Adelaide Avenue. It is a school that is isolated and was built on a toxic
site. 'This is hardly an inspiting educational site. These students desetve better.

It is not surprising that this past year Alvatez was slated as a “turn around school”, given a new
principal and instructed to make many changes. Though the new principal and his staff ate wortking
hard to bring more community partnets into the school to engage the students in the arts and
community issues, it needs athletic fields to help build school pride and self tespect. Under



Envitonmental Justice I.cague of Rhode Island’s leadership UPP and Mashapaug residents have
worked hard to keep the remediation of all the former Gotham parcels on track. Progress has been
made and Parcel D, along the watet’s edge, is finally being remediated by Textron. But Parcel C,
located just west of the school needs proper remediation, and ball fields would be a petfect solution.
‘They would replace a refuse pile that residents have heen complaining about since 2006.

Alvatrez High School stands to become a key community leader in understanding and monitoring the
remediation of its own site as well as the remediation of Mashapaug Pond. That would bring ptide
and a sense of identity to the school academically. But, having a football or baseball team is a much
more conventional soutce of school identity, spirit and ptide.

Having wotked with the city on the improvement of the area in vatious ways we support the city’s
application which will further the wotk that we continue to do together for the benefit of the
community.

Si!ncerely, “
H 55‘7 <. Seadd
Holly S. Ewald

Founder and Lead Coordinatot UPP
Utbanpondprocession.otg



RESERVOIR TRIANGLE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
November 9, 2012

Mayor Angel Taveras
City Hall

25 Dorrance St.
Providence RI 02903

Dear Mayor Taveras :

On behalf of the residents of the Reservoir Triangle neighborhood, I am writing to support the
City of Providence's application for a grant from the EPA's brownfields cleanup program, to
remediate the former Gorham Manufacturing site.

The Reservoir Triangle Neighborhood Association began working in 1978, to preserve
Mashapaug Pond and the 2.2 mile shoreline around it. Since then, we have accomplished quite
a bit. We saved open space off Niantic Ave., and created Murphy-Trainor Park. We worked on
improvements at Owens Park to the ballficlds, playground and boat launch arca. We created the
Community Boating Center off Reservoir Ave. And we worked on redeveloping the largest
parcel of land, the Gorham property, which is the subject of this grant application.

When Gorham shut down in the 1990's and abandoned the property, we worked with the city's

‘Planning Department, on the Neighborhood Strategy Team, to determine the best use of this

property. As a result, we ensured there would be no traffic problems for the neighborhood; that
commercial development would be appropriate for our community; and that we would preserve
public access to the shoreline and to the open space closest to the water.

Before the discovery of toxic chemicals in the ground, we worked on plans for nature trails and
a learning center; an environmental camp; and other open space; in addition to the economic
development. After the cleanup is eventually completed, we look forward to open space being
used by both Alvarez High School and by the nearby community.

As noted previously, Reservoir Triangle residents have worked patiently on this project for 34
years. And we intend to stay on this for as long as it takes,

Sincerely,

DAVID TALAN

25 Santiago St.

Providence RI 02907

401-941-3662 (h) 401-862-7519 (c)
DaveTalan@aol.com
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- The City_of Providence is
seeking funding from the En-
vironmental Protection Agen-
cy Brownfield Grant Program
for the cleanup of contamina- -
tion on Brownfield sites, spe-
cifically ~ the  :American
Tourister site, - located at 70
Houghton Street, and Parcel C
+of the Gorham Site, located at
475 Adelaide Avenue, Propos-
-als are due on November 19th
2012, An informational an
ublic input session will be
held on Monday, November 3
2012 at,5:00" pm, at 444
Westminster Street, 1st floor
conference room. Copies of
the proposal will also be avail-
“able for review-at the Depart-
‘ment of Planning & Develop-
ment, 444 Westminster Streef
and on- the Department’s |
website at www.providenceri,
com/planning’  The City. is
sohcmnl% ~public inpuf “and
feedback on these proposals. -
For more mformation or to ¥
~comment on these proposals,
lease ~ contact = Darcy
harleson .at 680-8501 or by
email at DCharleson@Provide
neerl.com Comments must be
received no later than Mon-
day, November 12,




Community Notification

The Providence Redevel opment Agency (PRA) ran an advertisement in The Providence Journal
on October 25, 2012 publicizing a public meeting that occurred on November 5, 2012 at the
Providence Department of Planning and Development. The application was also posted on the
Department’ s website. Attending the meeting representing the City and the PRA were: April H.
Wolf (Director of Real Estate), Choyon Manjreker (Principal Planner), William Farrell (Deputy
Director of Municipal Affairs), and Kate Blessing (Brown University Intern to the Department of
Planning and Development). No members of the public attended the November 5 meeting or
submitted comments on the grant application posted online during the public comment period.

The PRA is confident in its ability to engage with stakeholders. It already benefits from a
working relationship with community groups in the Reservoir Triangle neighborhood, including
Alvarez High School, the Environmental Justice League of Rhode Island, and the Reservoir
Triangle Neighborhood Association, and is committed to ensuring that the process of
remediating and redevel oping the former Gorham property is transparent, open, and inclusive.



Appendix 3
Special Considerations Checklist

Bl Community impacted by recent natural disasters (2005 or later) (according to
http://www.fema.gov/states/rhode-island)
1. Rhode Isand Hurricane Sandy: Friday, October 26, 2012 (Emergency Declaration
declared on Monday, October 29, 2012)

2. Rhode Island Tropical Storm Irene: Saturday, August 27, 2011 to Monday, August
29, 2011 (Major Disaster Declaration declared on Saturday, September 3, 2011)

3. Rhode Island Hurricane Irene: Friday, August 26, 2011 to Monday, August 29, 2011
(Emergency Declaration declared on Saturday, August 27, 2011)

4. Rhode Island Severe Storms and Flooding: Friday, March 12, 2010 to Monday,
April 12, 2010 (Emergency Declaration declared on Tuesday, March 30, 2010)

5. Rhode Island Severe Storms and Flooding: Friday, March 12, 2010 to Monday,
April 12, 2010 (Major Disaster Declaration declared on Monday, March 29, 2010)

6. Rhode Island Severe Storms and Inland and Coastal Flooding: Sunday, April 15,
2007 to Monday, April 16, 2007 (Major Disaster Declaration declared on Friday,
May 25, 2007)

7. Rhode Island Hurricane Katrina Evacuation: Monday, August 29, 2005 to Saturday,
October 1, 2005 (Emergency Declaration declared on Monday, September 19, 2005)

8. Rhode Island Snow: Saturday, January 22, 2005 to Sunday, January 23, 2005
(Emergency Declaration declared on Thursday, February 17, 2005)

& Applicant demonstrates firm leveraging commitments for facilitating brownfield project
completion by identifying amounts and contributors of funding in the proposal and have
included documentation (see attached | etter).

i Applicant isarecipient or acore partner of aHUD-DOT-EPA Partnership for
Sustainable Communities (PSC) grant that is directly tied to the project area, and can
demonstrate that funding from a PSC grant has or will benefit the project area.

In 2010, the City of Providence receilved a Community Planning Challenge Grant from
HUD's Office of Sustainable Housing and Communities. With HUD's support, the City of
Providence is working to improve transit, land use controls, and access to cultural
amenities and is encouraging the clean up and reuse of various sites along the City’sfive
highest use transit corridors. As one of the five project corridors, the corridor plan that
has been created for EImwood Avenue, which is directly adjacent to the former Gorham
Manufacturing Company property, calsfor:

1. Transit improvements: Through a close partnership with the Rhode Island Public
Transit Authority, the project will improve the frequency, reliability, and
attractiveness of bus service along ElImwood Avenue and will improve access to
Mashapaug Pond, Alvarez High School and the former Gorham Manufacturing
Company property.


http://www.fema.gov/states/rhode-island�

2. Improved accessto arts and cultural opportunities: The project will improve
access to and public interaction with cultural resources such as Mashapaug Pond
and will incorporate art that celebrates the history and culture of the Elmwood
Avenue corridor in order to create a cohesive visual identity for the area,
connecting people and places along the street in a meaningful way.

3. Land use controls: As part of the project, the City is reevaluating the zoning in the
area and will be making changes to existing zoning in order to encourage
development of vacant and underutilized land along ElImwood Avenue and spur
economic growth.

4. Environmental cleanup: The project calls for remediation of the Gorham property
and other former manufacturing sites in order to ensure that devel opment and
economic growth are able to take place.

Securing funding for the remediation of the Gorham property is paramount as it functions
as an integral part of the City’s Community Planning Challenge Grant project to improve
the livability of the EImwood Avenue corridor and of Providence as awhole. Securing
funding for the remediation of the Gorham property is paramount as it functions as an
integral part of the plan to improve the livability of the neighborhood and of Providence.
See attachments for documentation.

B Community isimplementing green remediation plans.
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